
Minneapolis

Menomonie, WI

AAPT 2014

Alan Scott
Physics Department

University of Wisconsin-Stout

Wisconsin’s Polytechnic University

Fatal Friction Flaw
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Simplified Model  for An Introductory 

Physics Case Study
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Triggered the collapsed and 

caused 7 deaths and 58 injuries!

The Fatal Friction [design] Flaw
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Looking Down Upon The Structure















Thornton Tomasetti, Inc.

Key Findings

• Falls Short of Most Standards 

• Fin Plates

• Straps, Ratchet, and Cables

• Lateral Load







In summary...

Can’t withstand 109 km/hr wind?

Insufficiently secured or built.


